INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 

SUBMITTED TO: 

This report pertains to an investigation of 

CWGC Canadian Aqencv 

the identification of the burial location, or 

66 Slater Street 

headstone markings, of a member of the 

Suite 1707 

Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 

Ottawa Ontario Canada K1 A 0P4 

during the Great War 1 914-1921 . 

Att: Dominique Boulais 


Report Date: 23 March 2016 

Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 


Casualty Identification: 

Burial Information: 


Confirmed Identity 

X 

Burial Location Identified 

X 

Most Probable Identity 


Grave Stone Correction 


Questionable Identity 


Grave Records Correction 

X 

Incorrect Identity 


Request for CWGC Details 


Other 


Other 



Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “I” information provided) 


Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 


Whitty, Walter Jones 

i 

Quebec Cemetery, Cherisy 

link 

24 th Infantry Battalion 

i 

Pas de Calais, France 

i 

Private #841688 

i 

Row C Grave 23 

i 

Death After 28 August 1 918 

link 

Date of Burial / Exhumation 

i 

Attestation Papers 

link 

Cemetery Schematic 

link 

Service Record 

n/a 

Graves Registration Report 

8 

Circumstance of Death 

n/a 

Concentration of Grave 


CEF Canada Register 

1 

Headstone Register 


War Diary Extract(s) 

2a, b 

Casualty Spreadsheet 


Area Map(s) 

3 

Trench Map Exhumation 


Trench Map(s) 

4a,b,c 

Grave Stone Photograph 


Possible Candidates List 

5 

Grave Stone Inscription 


Excluded Candidates List 

6 

Memorial Inscription/Photo 


Location of Cemeteries 

7 

Reporting and Review 

9 


Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Row C Grave 23 lists an unknown of the 24 th 
Infantry Battalion killed on 2 September 1918. 

The research of this case provided clear evidence that the remains are those of Private 
Walter Jones Whitty #841688 of the 24 th Canadian Infantry Battalion, reported killed 
after 28 August 1918 in the attack on Cherisy. 
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Quebec Cemetery, Cherisy C.23 


Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Row C Grave 23 are those of Private 
Walter Whitty #841688 of the 24 th Infantry Battalion, 5 th Infantry Brigade of the 2 nd 
Canadian Division. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . There is no Circumstance of Death (COD) file for Private Whitty, as his name is 
in the group of those that were lost during the bombing of London during the 
Second World War. The E-13 War Graves Register {\NGR) was available and it 
reports that Private Whitty was killed on or since 28 August 1918 (Attachment 
#1). As there was no record of burial, his name was added to the Vimy Memorial. 

2. The War Diary of the 24 th Infantry Battalion provides a very clear report on the 
action of the unit on the attack on Cherisy on August 27 th and 28 th 1 91 8 
(Attachment #2). Initially the battalion moved to the Brigade assembly positions 
1 ,500 yards east of Neuville Vitasse, which would place them in the sector at 
51b.N.21 , to the west of Wancourt. The battalion formed up at Crow Trench 
(51 b.N.30) in the early morning hours of 27 August 1 91 8. The attack was 
initiated at 10:00 am, under heavy shelling (gas) and machine gun fire, pushing 
on the Mallard Trench (51b.0.25). The battalion moved through Village of 
Cherisy (51 b.0.26 & 51b.0.32) with little opposition. From there they moved in 
progression to Occident Trench Ulster Trench and Union Trench (51b. 0.34-35). 
The operation ended at dusk and reconvened on 28 August at 12:30 pm, pushing 
forward to the wire at Oyster Trench and Union Trench, where they faced heavy 
machine gun fire. They held those positions until relieved by the 13 th Battalion at 
2:30 am on 29 August 1918. 

3. The attack on Cherisy was part of the larger Battle of Arras, carried out by the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force from 26 August 1918 until 5 September 1918. The 
area of Cherisy is depicted clearly in Nicholson Map #12 (Attachment #3). The 
24 th Battalion is shown moving in the centre of the 5 th Canadian Infantry Brigade, 
with the 22 nd Battalion on the left flank and the 26 th on the right flank. They were 
moving eastward from the area of Wancourt through the centre of Cherisy. On 
the evening of August 26 th - 27 th the 24 th Battalion was near Wancourt Tower 
(51b.O.24.1.0), approximately one-third of the way from Wancourt to Cherisy. By 
the night of the 27 l -28 th the battalion had passed through Cherisy. 

4. The travel of the 24 th Battalion from Wancourt through Cherisy can be mapped in 
detail on a period trench may due to the excellent report provided by the battalion 
war diary, as referenced previously (Attachment #4). The quick movement of the 
battalion and the ability to map their position was of critical importance to this 
investigation, as it separated the men into casualty groups by area. Trench Map 
4(a) shows the progress from jump off position at Crow Trench to the western 
edge of Cherisy, followed by Trench Map 4(b) depicting the advance to Union 
Trench. Trench Map 4(c) then illustrates the movement from Cherisy across 
Occident Lane, through Union Trench to Upton Wood. 
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Quebec Cemetery, Cherisy C.23 




5. The attack on Cherisy by the 24 th Canadian Infantry Battalion was unique in that 
all but two of the men were recovered from the battlefield. The only two that were 
lost and thus their names placed on the Vimy Memorial, as recorded in the 
CWGC records, were Private Bertie Hodgin #920016 and Private Walter Whitty 
#841688 (Attachment #5). 

6. Private Bertie Hodgin was killed in action in front of Cherisy ( west of Cherisy) on 
27 August 1 918. This is confirmed by his E-1 3 War Grave Register file which 
states that he was killed in the vicinity of Wancourt, which is to the west of 
Cherisy (Attachment #6). The records do not provide the precise location for 
Private Walter Whitty, other than we know that he was killed in action after the 
24 th Battalion had passed through Cherisy. There were only two (2) men of the 
24 th Battalion with unknown graves recorded in the CWGC records and there are 
only two (2) graves in the local cemeteries marked as containing an unknown 
soldier of the 24 th Canadian Infantry Battalion. 

7. The location of the cemeteries, relative to where the men fell in the attacks of late 
August 1918, is relevant to this case (Attachment #7). As we have shown in our 
report on Private Bertie Hodgin , his remains were buried in the Wancourt British 
Cemetery (51b.N.24.c.2.7) on the west side of Cherisy ( between Wancourt and 
Cherisy) where he fell in action. Private Walter Whitty was killed the day after 
Private Hodgin, when the battalion was on the east side of Cherisy heading to 
Occident Lane and Upton Wood. His remains were buried in the Quebec 
Cemetery, Cherisy close to where he fell (51b.0.34.a.2.4). 

8. The Grave Registration Report Form (GRRF) for the Quebec Cemetery Cherisy 
clearly shows that a soldier of the 24 th Canadian Infantry Battalion is buried in 
Row C Grave 23 and that the soldier’s date of death is on or after August 28, 
1918 (Attachment #8). We would agree that the date on the form is more likely 
indicative as to when the remains were recovered on September 2, 1918, on the 
east side of Cherisy, between Occident Trench and Union Trench (51b.0.34.a) 
where the battalion was situated at that time. The remains were clearly in the 
vicinity of the cemetery, also located in 51b.0.34.a. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #9). 

It is our contention that the facts are clear and that Private Walter Whitty #841688 of the 
24 th Infantry Battalion was killed on or after 28 August 1918, in the area east of Cherisy 
and west of Upton Wood. His remains were recovered from the battlefield and buried in 
Row C Grave 23 of the Quebec Cemetery, Cherisy. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 
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WAT? DIARY Army Form C. 2llS. 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


- 


1 . kg It. iaxb oi mma 


i iinuuxi 


A CEKAUN *AUS 


9 £001 6, Prim to. 


none in. 

Bart, 



a cxrr oe »mr 

< IUTEGTClfTAI.lt 


t. itg.riui so. 

« WUfUON 


£4th Battalion. 

27-e-ie. 


64 9 -H- £10 76. 

C ongr *gst 1 onal i a t • 


t. oncnimwm or caaciltv 



Ill SLANT. tttLATIGWntr AS 

rjj adduct. or kkxt a r six 



"Killed In lotion." 

while on duty as Co nr any runner he wne etruok on the head by an 
enemy ballet end killed instantly just in front of Ohorlsy 
rlllape. 


ml 


tncirow or nsrr *r tin* or caktai.tt 


l GUTS lOCAtlO* 




i n loToo ttArn or ciiuvb tarui. 


u niotooturH or aiuvi *xu ouwmiur sumuiu t. 


i. rinjrnta rirnucuu a 


1897 6m. 2I!5!I8 l). 262 


H-£ioj6 


Reg. No. Rank Name T ' Q W 

Unit 24th Eatt n. ( ^tiebe c Re jfc . ) 


Date of Casualty 


27-8-18. 


Published on D.C.L. 


Nature and Place of Casualty 


Killed in Action. 


File No. R^« 

cy -ji >+ 

•*. < 5 

Next-of-Kin 


N °- _.312 

D *“ 6-9-18. 


Grave No. Authority Report of Circumstances of Casualty 

Received from Unit Forwarded 


Unconfirmed Burial Report 

iA a,4 6 Pn/t/ X'tt^rma/ibj t*>v 're-cmt at*£ /i/s/ 3 / 64 f H-zwyi D ‘" AT// yf 


Ott. wn y 
Nexl-ol-Kin 


,.V!MY* 

EMQRiAL 


Confirmed Burial Report 


Grave No. Authority 


Revised Burial Report 


Grave No. Authority 


Written For A.A.G. Written 


Burial Report Advised to Ottawa 
and Next-of-Kin 


Ottawa 

Next-of-Kin 


Revised Report Advised to Ottawa 
and Next-of-Kin 


Ottawa 

Next-of-Kin 


A 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


M.MCW. 


COMPREHENSI VE REPORT . Army Form W. 3372. 

GRAVES REGISTRATION REPORT FORM! 


No.^l. District B/0% 


/REPORT No. L f, 


COMMUNE : -CHERI SY . 

PLACE OF BURIAL 


SCHEDULE No. 

fl'7' 


8. C. 


QUEBEC B RI-TPS! ! CEMETERY. 


Map Reference 
The following are 

51b. 

buried here 

0. 34. a. 8r6 

• # ' 

. re. 


J 






| 

Bank 

Date 

Cross Erected 



Regiment 


No. 

Name 

PLOT- 1. ROW " 

•,11 and Initials 

of Death 

or G. R. TJ’d. 

and Grave 

24/ 

Cdn Bn. > 

- 6 

6021£ 

LIVERNOIS 

Pt©. H. 

2*9# 13 • 

E. 

N. 

• 

1 CO 

! «H 

24/ 

do. 

6 

56133 

MARCHAND 

Pte. D.W 

tt 

• 

E. 

19./ 

22/ 

do. 

6 

8927S 

GAGNON 

Pte. D(\ 

"ccm/ w 


20./ 

22/ 

do. 

3 

2100C 

BOUCHARD /. 

Pte. U-. 



21./ 

22/ 

do. 

6 

66577 

LABRIE 

Pte. F. 


'E. 

22./ 

24/ 

do. 



UNKNOWN 


z«* <7 -/Q 

E. 

23. / 

2/ Cdn. M.G.C • 

1C 

01007 

LAWRENCE 

Pte. C. 

ff 

E. 

24./ 

2/ 

do. 

7 

8220C 

FROST 

Pte. W.D 

t! 

• 

E. 

25./ 

24/Cdn. Bn. 

e 

0203C 

NORRIS 

Pte. R.W 

tf 

• 

E. 

26./ 

22/ 

do. 


6185< 

LORD 

Pte. W. 

ff 

E. 

27./ 

22/ 

do. 

i 

21835 

Champlain ~i- 

Pte. R. 

1 It 

E. 

28./ 

13/ 

do. 

77 

27805 

MATHESON 

Pte* 4 # 

ff 

E. 

29. / 

24/ 

do. 

1C 

3073< 

OGDEN 

Pte. C. 

il 

E. 

30./ 

22/ 

do. 

< 

■1728C 

FILIABRAULT 

Pte* Or. 

ff 

l 

E 

31./ 

22/ 

do. 

1C 

)2109< 

CINQ-MARS ^ 

Pte. J. 

" 

E. 

32. / 

22/ 

do. 

li0518<j 

GALLANT 

Pte. A. 


E. 

33. ^ 

22/ 

*■ do. 

A 

rl7577 MORRISSETTE 

Cpl. H. 1 

" _J 

E. 

3*./ 


;ii ;tl 5) W31G0— Pz723 100,009 #,19 HWV IM02U Forms/W3:172, :i 
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ATTACHMENT #9 


This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1 91 4-1921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 


Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 

Report Author 
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